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In the past simple, “can” becomes “could.”  
You often use it to talk about things you  
“could” do in the past, but can’t do now.

New language  Using “could” in the past simple

Vocabulary  Abilities and pastimes

New skill  Talking about past abilities

Past abilities

KEY LANGUAGE “COULD” FOR PAST ABILITIES

FURTHER EXAMPLES “COULD” FOR PAST ABILITIES

Use “could” to talk about an ability you once had. You can  
use “when” plus a time setting to say when you had the ability.

HOW TO FORM “COULD” FOR PAST ABILITIES

Set the time frame with a phrase 
about an age, day, or year.

The statement can be positive using “could” or  
negative using “couldn’t.” It doesn’t change with  
the subject. 

You can use the present  
simple for contrast. 

This phrase sets the 
time in the past when 

the action was possible.

Begin with 
“when.”

Use the base form of the 
verb for the past ability.

The statement can be 
positive or negative.

“WHEN” “COULD”TIME SETTING ABILITY
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REWRITE THESE SENTENCES IN THE PAST SIMPLE USING “COULD”

USE THE CHART TO CREATE 16 CORRECT SENTENCES  
AND SAY THEM OUT LOUD

Start with a 
“when” phrase.

Finish with  
an ability.

Choose  
an age.

Choose a positive or 
negative statement.

LISTEN TO THE AUDIO AND MARK THE CORRECT ANSWERS

CHECKLIST

 Using “could” in the past simple   Abilities and pastimes   Talking about past abilities  

082-083_Beg_Unit_24_Past_abilities.indd   83 26/01/2016   10:27


